Disabled Access for The Mayor’s Thames Festival 2011
If you require this information in large print, please call the Festival office on 
020 7928 8998 during working hours (Monday – Friday, 10am – 6pm) or email s.branscombe@thamesfestival.org or p.mason@thamesfestival.org. 

Road Closures
The Festival has the following road closures in place over the Festival weekend:

Saturday 10 September 

All day
Southwark Bridge from Queen Street Place, junction Upper Thames Street (north side) to junction of Sumner Street (south side)
Nb road closure in place from 10pm on Friday 9th Sept to 7am on Sunday 11th Sept.
Sunday 11 September 

9am – midnight 
Whitehall Place
6pm – 11pm
Victoria Embankment between Westminster Bridge & Northumberland Avenue: eastbound closed, westbound possible delays; 
6pm – 11pm
Victoria Embankment closed between Northumberland Avenue & Blackfriars Bridge & its access roads, White Lion Hill & Blackfriars Underpass
6pm – 11pm 

Blackfriars Bridge, Blackfriars Road (Upper Ground to Stamford Street)

12pm – 4pm 

Upper Ground & access roads – restricted access
4pm – 9pm 

Upper Ground & access roads – road closure 
Site Layout – General Info
· Thames Festival is spread over a 3.5km site between Westminster Bridge and Tower Bridge to the south side of the river, and in St Katharine Docks on the north 

· Most activities take place by the River Walkway on the south bank of the Thames; there is flat access along the whole of this walkway.
· Clink Street (between Vinopolis and Southwark Cathedral) is cobbled
· No viewing platforms are provided
· Should you require assistance, please ask a Festival steward 

Site Congestion 
Please note the River Walkway can become very congested – do take this into consideration when planning your route to and between the festival’s attractions.  
It is usually quicker to exit the Festival site onto the main roads parallel to the River Walkway and proceed along the pavements before re-accessing the Festival site.

River Walkway Closure by Blackfriars Bridge
The River Walkway is closed between Blackfriars Bridge and the Founder’s Arms, just west of the Tate Modern, due to the development of Blackfriars Station.  There is a signed diversion in place as follows:
Going west to east (simply reverse if going east to west): 
exit the River Walkway at Bernie Spain Gardens, Oxo Tower Wharf or Marigold Alley (nb there are only stepped exits after this point); proceed along Upper Ground and cross Blackfriars Road onto Southwark Street; regain the River Walkway via Hopton Street.

RV1 bus route

The RV1 bus is fully accessible and runs along the length of the Festival site as follows:
Upper Ground - Broad Wall - Stamford Street - Southwark Street (junction with Sumner Street or Great Guildford Street for Tate Modern) - Borough High Street - London Bridge Station - Duke Street Hill - Tooley Street - Tower Bridge Road - Tower Bridge - Tower Bridge Approach - Minories - Tower Gateway Station
nb the RV1 will be diverted along Stamford Street during the Upper Ground closure period (Sunday 11th, 12 noon – 9pm) 
Westminster Bridge to Waterloo Bridge

Nb Jubilee Gardens by the London Eye is closed for landscaping; there is no festival activity there this year.

Southbank Centre Hungerford Coach Park (White Mink Electro Swing Speakeasy – Sat; Lady Luck Jive Stage – Sun)
Hungerford Coach Park is a flat paved area. There is ramped access from the River Walkway.

Toilets:

accessible portaloos on Hungerford Coach Park
First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on Hungerford Coach Park
Nearest tube: Waterloo, Embankment (step-free access via lifts on Golden Jubilee Bridges)
Nearest pier:  Waterloo Millennium
Drop-off point: Belvedere Road

River Walkway by Southbank Centre (Thames Lens Photography Masterclasses, New European Village, Magnificent  Revolution’s Cycle-in Cinema)
The New European Village and Photography Masterclasses are located on the River Walkway.  The Cycle-in Cinema is on the Level 2 Terrace, between the Royal Festival Hall and Queen Elizabeth Hall. There is lift access to the Level 2 Terrace via the river side of the Royal Festival Hall, and ramped access to the Level 2 Terrace from the River Walkway west of Hungerford Bridge.

Access info: 
Click here for access information on the Southbank Centre: http://ticketing.southbankcentre.co.uk/visitor-info/access 
Toilets:

accessible toilets within Royal Festival Hall and Southbank Centre restaurants
accessible portaloos at river walkway level on exit road west of Hungerford Bridge

First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on the River Walkway by National Theatre
Nearest tube: Waterloo, Embankment (step-free access via lifts on Hungerford Bridge)
Nearest pier: 
Festival
Drop-off point: Southbank Centre Square
Waterloo Bridge to Blackfriars Bridge 
National Theatre area (Watch This Space festival – street arts programme)
Watch This Space shows take place in Theatre Square. 
Access info: 
Click here for access information on the National Theatre: http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/1652/disability-access/access-information.html
Toilets:

accessible toilets within the National Theatre

First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on the River Walkway by National Theatre
Nearest tube: Waterloo, Embankment (step-free access via lifts on Hungerford Bridge)
Nearest pier: 
Festival
Drop-off point: by the National Theatre on Upper Ground
Gabriel’s Wharf (Chapeau Magique; White Rabbit story-telling)
Both activities take place in the bandstand in Gabriel’s Wharf, which is a flat paved area with flat access from both the River Walkway and Upper Ground.

Toilets:

accessible portaloos in Bernie Spain Gardens by Upper Ground

accessible toilets in Gabriel’s Wharf and Oxo Tower Wharf

First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on Bernie Spain Gardens
Nearest tube: Southwark

Nearest pier:
 Blackfriars Millennium
Drop-off point:  entrance to Gabriel’s Wharf on Upper Ground 
Bernie Spain Gardens (Korea Calling)
Korea Calling is located on the flat grassed areas of Bernie Spain Gardens adjacent to Upper Ground.  There is flat access from both the River Walkway and Upper Ground. 
Toilets:

accessible portaloos in Bernie Spain Gardens by Upper Ground

accessible toilets in Gabriel’s Wharf and Oxo Tower Wharf

First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on Bernie Spain Gardens
Nearest tube: Southwark

Nearest pier:
 Blackfriars Millennium
Drop-off point:  Sunken Garden entrance to Bernie Spain Gardens on Upper Ground 
The gallery@oxo (Rivers of the World)
Flat access from Bargehouse Street and the River Walkway east and west of the gallery@oxo. 
Toilets:

accessible toilets in Oxo Tower Wharf

accessible portaloos on Bernie Spain Gardens by Upper Ground

First Aid:
St John Ambulance post in Bernie Spain Gardens
Nearest tube: Southwark

Nearest pier: 
Blackfriars Millennium
Drop-off point: Bargehouse Street
Victoria Embankment, Blackfriars Bridge, Upper Ground (Night Carnival and Fireworks)

Victoria Embankment, Blackfriars Bridge and Upper Ground are closed to traffic for both the Night Carnival and Fireworks display. There is a cordoned-off viewing area at the north end of Blackfriars Bridge. Festival stewards will help direct you.
Toilets:

Victoria Embankment: accessible public toilets by Victoria Embankment Gardens



Blackfriars Bridge: no accessible toilets are provided



Upper Ground: accessible portaloos in Bernie Spain Gardens (north side of road)

First Aid:
St John Ambulance have mobile First Aid units in this area. 
Contact the Festival Stewards if you require any assistance. 

Nearest tube: Embankment & Blackfriars

Nearest pier: 
Embankment
Drop-off point: Temple Place for Victoria Embankment; Rennie Street for Blackfriars 



   Bridge
Blackfriars Bridge to London Bridge

Tate Modern (Barclaycard Stage, Akari Lantern Project)
Flat access from Hopton Street and the River Walkway both east and west of the Barclaycard Stage and the Akari Lantern Project. 
Access info:
Click here for access information on Tate Modern:

http://www.tate.org.uk/modern/information/access.htm
Toilets:

accessible toilets within Tate Modern (closes 6pm Sunday)

accessible portaloos on Sunday to the west of the Tate grass
First Aid: 
St John Ambulance post on walkway between Tate building and Tate grass, west of the Barclaycard Stage
Nearest tube: Southwark

Nearest pier: 
Bankside
Drop-off point: Holland Street, near the main entrance to the Tate
River Walkway by Millennium Bridge (River Parade & Barge-Driving Races commentary point, Firing on the Foreshore, Archaeological Walks)
Flat access from Hopton Street and the River Walkway both east and west of Millennium Bridge to hear the commentary for the River Parade and Barge-Driving Races. 
Firing on the Foreshore and Archaeological Walks take place on the foreshore (Thames beach) by Bankside Pier. There is stepped access to the foreshore.
Toilets:

accessible toilets within Tate Modern (closes 5pm Sunday)

accessible portaloos on Sunday only 100m to the west on the River Walkway

First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on the River Walkway near the toilets
Access info:
as per Tate Modern
Southwark Bridge (Feast on the Bridge)

From the south: signposted flat access on to Southwark Bridge from the River Walkway via New Globe Walk, Emers Street, Sumner Street and Southwark Bridge Road. 
From the north: flat access from Upper Thames Street directly on to Southwark Bridge. 
Toilets:
accessible portaloos on the north end of Southwark Bridge by Upper Thames Street
First Aid:
St John Ambulance post on south end of Southwark Bridge
Nearest tube: Cannon Street

Nearest pier: 
Bankside
Drop-off point: the north end of Southwark Bridge, off Upper Thames Street 
London Bridge to Tower Bridge and beyond
The Scoop at More London (Al Fresco Tango – Sat; Kids’ Choir, Sing for Water, Music & Film programme – Sun)

Flat access on the River Walkway both east and west of The Scoop at More London. Also flat access from Tooley Street via More London Place. 
Access info:
Click here for a map of the area with useful access information:
http://legacy.london.gov.uk/gla/city_hall_multimodal_map.pdf
Toilets:

accessible portaloos behind City Hall by Potters Fields Park
First Aid:
St John Ambulance post behind City Hall by Potters Fields Park
Nearest tube: London Bridge

Nearest pier: 
London Bridge City
Drop-off point: Weavers Lane, off Tooley Street 
Potters Fields Park (Blue Ribbon Village, Disco Shed, Reclaimed By The Thames, Cadbury Spots v Stripes)

Flat access on the River Walkway both east and west of Potters Fields Park. Also flat access from Tooley Street via Weavers Lane. 
Access info:
Click here for a map of area with useful access information:
http://legacy.london.gov.uk/gla/city_hall_multimodal_map.pdf
Toilets:

accessible portaloos behind City Hall by Potters Fields Park
First Aid:
St John Ambulance post behind City Hall by Potters Fields Park
Nearest tube: London Bridge

Nearest pier: 
London Bridge City
Drop-off point: Weavers Lane, off Tooley Street 
St Katharine Docks (Thames Revival)

Flat access on the River Walkway both east and west of St Katharine Docks. Some pathways within the Docks are cobbled. Also flat access (inclined) from East Smithfield. 
Access info: 
Click here for a map of the area with useful access information: http://www.skdocks.co.uk/how-to-find-us/ 
Toilets: 
accessible toilets in St Katharine Docks by Guoman Tower Hotel
Nearest tube: Tower Hill
Nearest pier: 
St Katharine’s Pier
Drop-off point: St Katharine’s Way, by Tower Bridge

Hermitage Moorings

16 Wapping High Street, E1W 1NG
Flat access from Wapping High Street. 

Access info: 
Click here for a map of the area: http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&source=embed&hl=en&geocode=&ie=UTF8&t=h&ll=51.504242,-0.067382&spn=0.005029,0.009645&z=17 
Nearest tube: Tower Hill

Nearest pier: 
St Katharine’s Pier
Drop-off point: St Katharine’s Way, by Tower Bridge

